


1. Guardianship

2. Supported Decision-Making 
(& Other Less-Restrictive Options)

3. Guardianship Services





THE PERSON MUST LACK 
CAPACITY TO MAKE DECISIONS

THERE MUST BE NO OTHER 
LESS-RESTRICTIVE 

ALTERNATIVES AVAILABLE

GUARDIANSHIPOTHER WAYS



4. ADVOCATE

GUARDIANSHIP…NOW WHAT?

1. MAKE DECISIONS

2. GIVE CONSENT

3. EXPLAIN



BUT WAIT…



MISCONCEPTIONS

I HAVE TO GET GUARDIANSHIP WHEN MY SON/DAUGHTER TURNS 18

NO ONE WILL TALK TO ME IF I’M NOT THE GUARDIAN
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Supported Decision-Making



Supported Decision-Making

“While there is no one-size-fits-all model of Supported 

Decision-Making, it occurs when people choose trusted 

friends, family members, and professionals to help them 

understand the situations and choices they face, so they 

may make their own decisions.”

- Jonathan G. Martinis





GUARDIANSHIP 
SERVICES



1. LACK OF GUARDIANS 
AND LONG WAIT LISTS

2. PROHIBITVELY LARGE 
CASELOADS

3. SLOW RESPONSE TIMES

4. INABILITY TO KNOW THE 
PERSON





FINDINGS

1. COMPREHENSIVE 
GUARDIANSHIP SOLUTION



FINDINGS

GUARDIANSHIP 
BOARD

PRIVATE/NON-
PROFIT

VOLUNTEER 
GUARDIANS



FINDINGS

2. ENHANCED INFORMATION, 
TRAINING, AND SUPPORT FOR 
GUARDIANS



FINDINGS

3. GUARDIANSHIP MONITORING 
PROGRAM



GUARDIANSHIP

LIMITED GUARDIANSHIP

CONSERVATORSHIP

POWER OF ATTORNEY

PAYEE

CHOSEN REPRESENTATIVE

SUPPORTED DECISION-MAKING

INDEPENDENT DECISIONS





Sources:

https://www.disabilityrightsohio.org/guardianship-frequently-asked-
questions

https://sc.lib.miamioh.edu/bitstream/handle/2374.MIA/6590/roberts-
lucas-county-guardianship-assessment-full-report-2-25-
20.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

https://apsiohio.org/

https://www.disabilityrightsohio.org/guardianship-frequently-asked-questions
https://sc.lib.miamioh.edu/bitstream/handle/2374.MIA/6590/roberts-lucas-county-guardianship-assessment-full-report-2-25-20.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apsiohio.org/

